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While crossing inbound on the Coquille River bar, tide Coast Guard breeches buoy had been set up eatlier,
steam S OhLd o/rERr Q& Wd@N dhe and by now they realizedfl@ating the ship was
command of Capt. Carl F. Hubner, was caught inirapossible. The crew of 29 was all brought ash¢re

sudden cross current. She was partially loaded vétla f e | vy . As t h@L | YER fOd GtO
lumber and was supposed to take on more lumberdontinued to take on water, the underwriters, larggly
Bandon. The ship grounded at the west end of tiikeL | oy ds of Londono, deqi «

south jetty with damage to her propeller and ruddeear old ship that was now classed as a wreck.

T_here were also some Jagged hol_es inher Starbo_gzr:ﬁivagers bid on the work of dismantling the vessel,
side, well below the water line, which caused f|00dlnﬁ . I
and a firm from Napa, California won the award. All

in the engine room and the two holds. of the deck equipment, and much of the interigr

fittings were taken off. In less than one month, winter

The bar was rough at the time the ship started to CrO8t8rms set in and prohibited further salvage. There had

but the condition was not regarded as dangerous. Shlgs .
, ] : been plans to use cutting torches to salvage the gteel
customarily crossed the bar when it was in the sa

" Hfgtes of the hull, but this plan was abandoned.
condition.

) _For_some time, officials in Bandon had been trying|to
Spectators gathered and reported seeing a quantlt%of

et t he s edovinitongitier résypréds The|u n
oil on the water around the ship; later it was found g Y

) .S. Army Corps of Engineers, which had beg¢n
have come from a punctured oil tank. . o o .
observing the situation from the sidelines, stepped into

The tugb Por t ogtiicklyBaun @ Iine @n the the picture. The plan was to extend the south jetty |by
@LSONd ahe €Coast Guard cuttér B o n fnoenm 6450 feet and the 307 foot hull of the vessel was in the
Coos Bay, came along and did as well. They were goigigt place to become part of the work. With little

to try to work the ship off the rocks, but the weathadiscussion, the Corps took ownership of the hull, the
did not moderate enough to attempt this. (Continued on Bage

\OI i_.\;ér Ol on approach“i:rk{g je‘ttiesoloinvé\lrovcelmgb@m 3n Sﬁdt\?h




FROM OUR PRESIDENT

hank you for your thoughts and prayers

for my daughterwho had a kidney
transplant on July 21. She had many
complications and was in the hospital for 4
weeks. She is home and on the way to good
health.

The Bandon Light
A publication of the
Bandon Historical Society

Design and Layout
Trish Conyers

o ' b Ben McMakin, who has been a board member
Bandon Historical Society Museum for many years, has given his resignation. He
ket o U yang fis ywife have bought a home in Palm

Curatoréééééeéééeé. éreg PUI proayt Springs, California and will be spending part

Staff.éééééééééé. . . Etimeethetie. Berohas been our grant writer and will continue to help
with that. Thank you Ben, for your years on the board and all the helg
. you haVﬁ been to the HisLoricaI Society. You will be greatly missed.
.. Kathy Dornat

Executive Director. éé

Board of Directors

Presidentéeééeéeée. .. é
Vice President ééé. . ¢khéeépen bausg at the maseum for the sefithtganniversary of the
Secretary. ééééé. .. ¢é.Bandon firrawas welll attendeds kach year we have fewer people wr

Treasurer ééé. . ééééé.werahene darngbhe &ére, but their stories bring others in to hear them

me are very heart warming; other n me very funny.
Board Members Some are very heart wa g; others so sad, and some very funny

On October 22, Jim Proehl gave

Carol Acklin Andy Christenser p .
from the Cemeteryo. The storie
Dean Conyers Marge Egy . . . .
: Averill and GAR cemeteries. Jim is a retired school teacher and
Nancy Murphy Jim Proehl .
. . N board member of the museum. He is also the Boy Scout leader for th
Craig Tresidder Brian Vick

Bandon area. He is still very much involved in helping in the school:
Nominating Committee with the history of our area. We hope, in the future, to have talks on
the other cemeteries.

Mary Capps, Jim Cawdrey,

Andy Christensen, Ron Knox, Brian Vick Ways You Can Help Support the Bandon Historical Society

The Board members meet the 4th Monda' of 3 @& (;Ué.é. Cang Uaeé U 1t GéﬁééMg cYceda
each month at 7 pm at the Museum. All
members and guests are welcome to atterd. (1. S O 2a¥Vember

U5 2 y ltolth® General Fund
U5 2 y ltolth® Book Fund

Bandon Historical Society

PO Box 737 U5 2 y ltoith® Memorial Fund
Bandon, Oregon 97411 (i5 2 y ltoith® Sustainability Fund
Phone/Fax 54B472164 .. oA . . .
E-mail: u5 2 y lyaurSBandon Rays Food Place and Price N Pride receipts
bandonhistoricalmuseum@yahoo.com The Historical Society receives 1% cash back from these
web site:

generous businesses.
Financial Donations & Other Gifts

If you have an interest in Bandon's history nd September -November 2011

would like to help preserve our past for futiire .
generations, call usve need you. The Museum is Rays Food Place Receipt Program Steven Buck

OPEN Monday through Saturday-4®m. our = Price N Pride Receipt Program Tom & Charlotte Adams
volunteers at the desk are waiting to help you an€ity Of Bandon Ed & Virginia Norton
answer your questions about Bandon's history.  Jim & Alyce Cawdrey Nancy Drew

Your support helps with everyday expenses such as: utilities, supplie

Enjoy Bandonds r i induransce, @ift shomitems, praservationsmatenialy payroll, taxes, repa
270 Fillmore & Hwy 101 & upkeep on our 75 year old building. We appreciate all of the suppor

(at the only stop light downtown! you have given us throughout the years and Thank You for helping u
to continue to preserve Bandono

www.bandonhistoricalmuseum.org



A Visit to Early Bandon

George Dyer and the Town of Bandon
Excerpts from O0Earl y Co mvestersThesik by Betty \égeb p me nt

Submitted by Betty Hiley

George Dyer arrived in Curry County in 1854 andurnishings, goods of all descriptions.

served as Curry County Assessor from-1862. -
) . .George and Elbert Dyer sold the store to Christopher
Moving to Coos County in 1865, he held the pOSII'_ong and R.H. Mast sometime between 1890 and 1895.

o oo 2008 oy e s 300 Long contuead Seling the same knd of
: - L erchandise as sold by the Dyers, but they also carried

chairman of the town council. He died in 1896. |l adiesd underwear as a spe

The main street of the town, established by Dyer #—

1886, runs east and west, parallel to the river. E&'/:gn‘jfg’f’mm sage 1)

1898 a business district three blocks long extende

from Pioneer (Douglas) street on the westto Homeg war ded a contract to hay

(Alabama) Street on the east. Extensive tide fla - -
stretched out on the east side of the town sitetr?(:"avy jetty rock. When the work was finished by the

Structures erected on the blocks and the waterfrorfiMmer of 1954, the hull from BeOL | VER OL S
rested on pilings. Wooden planks provided materidt @ d become a per manent pa
for streets and sidewalks which sometimes al N ~ :

required pilings. The 1898 SanHeerris insurance Fheo OL I VER .Qasg)(wbmld War | vintage
map indicates that most of the commercial building@nd had been a familiar sight in the Coos ports for

consisted of wooden structures. One exception wagears, hauling lumber to California markets. She cus-
the concrete building erected by George Dyer on theomarily carried a crew of 29 men. The normal lumber

north side of First Street that became a generghsq was in excess of two million board feet.
store.

18901900 The6 OL | VER @QdteBDiplWastiieCYNTHI A
OL S QMBe had gotten stuck in almost exactly the

Reports appearing in the few surviving copies of thgg me place a year earlier.

'‘Bandon Recorder' for 1890 and 1895 mention the

retail merchants of this period and the type ofCome visit the Bandon museum, where we have a large

businesses that first appeared in Bandon. The varietyo | | ecti on of @LhloMBORTr@lPpHG

of goods and services available indicates that they,q) life rings from the ship, a life jacket, and the latest

gfgig;l?gﬁgﬁ\”:ﬁ;gﬁ;ﬁsg tgiilfap'tal © mves&em just acquired is the whistle/horn from the ship.

Information gathered from Museum archi

Major Commercial Enterprises Along First Street Compiled by Judy Knox

George Dyer and his son Elbert (who married

Euphemia Averill in 1886) opened a large general

merchandise store in the Waterfront Addition. The

advertisement listed be|OW, which appeared in the Are you interested in Bandon's history

'‘Bandon Recorder', indicates the type of products and helping us preserve it for
available in Bandon in t future generations?
George M. Dyer & Son Bandon, Oregon General If you are, contact us in the office.

541 -347 -2164
A couple of hours volunteering weekly
will put a smile on your face and
coffee and cookies in your tummy.

Merchandise Shipping and forwarding. Have on
hand and are receiving by every vessel groceries anc
provisions of standard brands and guaranteed purity
and strength. Dry goods and clothing of latest styles
and patterns and from the leading manufacturers.
Boots and shoes and rubber goods of all sizes and
kinds always in stock and on the way. Gentl eman



From the Desk of the Director

Can you believe italmost the end of 2011! Just yesterday we were all concerned about 1
"Syear 020006. Well, the holidays are just
‘:*What are we doing? Whods turn is it? Whe
-

Hope some of you were able to attend Ban
4 celebrated the F&nniversary of the 1936 fire. The fire survivors are always very pleased to
specially honored at this time. They remember September 26, 1936 like it was yesterday.

Judy Knox )
Executive Director H€r € at the museum we are planning the r

up the last newsletter for 2011.
§ November 12 from -4 a't Bandonds museum: oOoHonoring al/l )
veterans.

§ November 19 from 1-4: book signing by local author Art Spinella, featuring his latest books: DRAGO #:
DRAGO #2, and DRAGO #3.

§ November 22 10 am: Heritage Place Assisted Living residents visit the museum.

§ November 26 from 1-4 : Museum Christmas Open House, phot
display.

§ November30from57 pm: Open House for the Bandon o0Welc

§ December@from 1-4: Bandon Historical Society Annual Meeting. 2@Hprelection, and refreshments.

§ Museum will be closed Decembet @3til the first Monday in February, 2012.

Ben McMakin has resigned from the Historical Society Board of Directors after many years of dedication t
Society, great grant writer, and good friend. W
appointed to fild]l out Bends board position. Mar
museum already. While learning how things run here, she decided that when there was a board opening sh
like to become part of the organization and become a board member. Congratulations Marge, and welcc
Bandon History 101. Glad to have you aboard!

The Exhibit Committee is finishing exhibits of photographs and artifacts which have not previously been on
play in the museum. Exhibits & displays left to complete include the kitchen area, maritime photographs, at
military and period clothing areas. We are looking for old Bandon business signs, Oregon license plates, :
neric product signs circa 1950s and older. We are always looking for photographs we do not have. If yot
such a photo, we can scan it and get it right back to you. What better place to have these items than at yol
museum.

Thanks to our volunteers who are so very dedica:
t hem, our museum would not exist. The volunteer s
accession new artifacts, scan & accession photographs, and set up new displays & exhibits, among other |
Qur twelve board members are also very dedicate
Eileen, who is my partner in the office, is indispensable. Thanks to each of you who give your time and dedi
to Bandonds museum to help make sure our histor)
like to be part of our group at the museum, please call us at the offd&8344 and ask for Judy, Eileen,

Kathy, or any board member. We have a continuing need for volMieeerk now you wi | | [0}



THIS YEAR WE CELEBRATED THE 75" FIRE ANNIVERSARY AND
HONORED SOME OF THE FIRE SURVIVORS AT THE MUSEUM.

The Paul Stephens Seaside B

Thi s was one of the few st
Bandon Fire Department, dSeptremhert o026surlv9%i3vbe, t he fir
fire truck was completel pyegadatbakxedgandeatdabhd peodu
hel p fight the fire, as fwerr et hael |t e nipeo rvaoroyd eknj tweanhteenrs
pi pes which were buried imuHHuen@[owmway, the bakery
busi ness.

Excerpt from "Bandon by the Sea" by Dow Beckham
oMayors of three neighboring towns sent the f
The City of Bandon has been destroyed bififieehUnerety people are homeless and destitute; municipal wat
system is greatly damaged; docks and municipal buildings are completely destroyed. Paved stoagtsngre terri
timber. The principal support of the city is gutted. Bandon needs at least 3 million immediataly toradéfense fre

I f you would Ii ke to |l earn more about the Bandor
fireds travel s, with photographs before and afte
of historical books written by Bandonians about the fire and history of the area, in our gift shop.



